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tale) contrived to escape from Derey'eeyah at the very moment
of its capture. He fled to Sedeyr, and, despairing of any
return to his country and throne while Ibraheem Basha and his
successor Isma'eel were still in Nejed., led for some years a
wandering life on the outskirt frontiers. At last he reached
Basrah, and there or in its neighbourhood remained disguised
for a considerable time. Meanwhile what news reached him
seemed to cut off all hope of the future. His father 'Abd-
Allah, after a short captivity in Egypt (where, however, Mo-
hammed 'Alee had treated him well), had been summoned to
Constantinople, and there put to death on his first arrival.
His brothers and kinsmen, with the survivors of the old
Wahhabee family, and many other chiefs of note, were, by order
of the Sultan, close prisoned in Egypt. Nor had any general
reaction yet declared itself in Ncjed and its provinces ; while the
Egyptian government seemed on the contrary to be taking day
by day firmer and more irrevocable hold on Central Arabia.

But at the news of the cruelty and injustice of Khfilid,
Turkee learned to hope in the revival of those deep Arab feelings
which could in no case have slumbered for ever, though a
wiser conduct on the part of the Egyptians might have rendered
the outbreak less dangerous. Nejed was impatient to rise,
and waited only for a leader. The son of her slaughtered
monarch, the natural heir of the throne, was yet alive and
free, though in exile. Messengers were sent to Turkee, who
had already approached the frontiers of Sedeyr ; nor did
the banished prince hesitate for a moment to accept the invi-
tation of his subjects. Soon bands of marauders descending
from Djebel Toweyk, and sudden attacks directed against the
Egyptian outposts, announced the presence of Turkee on tho
verge of Wadi Haneefah.

Khalid was bewildered by the change of affairs., and allowed
his strength to be first divided and then wasted, in a guerilla
war, where knowledge of the ground, the support of the peasantry
and indigenous population, and an indomitable will, put all the
advantages on the side of Turkee, The matter grew daily more
and more serious., till at last it was one general uprising of the
Nejdeans, who had now learnt not only to hate, but to despise,
their Egyptian masters. From Kaseem to the shores of the